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Welcome to our latest newsletter which is also available to view on our website. Sorry there’s so much to 
fit in that we’ve had to reduce the print size. There’s rather a lot of text but we wanted to provide as much 
information as possible while keeping it to 2 pages ! 
 

HOUSE APPEAL UPDATE 

In our Christmas newsletter we included an appeal for funds to build a house 
for Ponamma and her family of 5 ladies/girls. We were overwhelmed with the 
response! Jacob our Project Manager gave them the great news and 
arranged for work to start very quickly. Our photo shows 3 of the family and 
the new house almost complete in the background.  

We’ve received the following letter from them:  

`We are writing this letter with much happiness as our dream house is almost 
getting complete.  We managed to concrete the roof of two rooms and the 
kitchen and the other room and the sit out area has asbestos sheets as roof.  
Two rooms and the kitchen have nice red oxide floors.  We also managed to 
fix a nice wooden door at the entrance and also 4 windows.  On all accounts 
our dream house is becoming a reality.  Our parish priest also helped us a lot 
in making it reach this stage.  It would never have been possible without the 
help of wonderful people like you in England. The main contractor who was 
entrusted with the work met with a serious bike accident and so the work got slowed down.  Yet we hope it will be 
completed in a month or two.  Although it’s not completed we have already moved into our new house. 

We had some heavy summer rains with thunder but we are glad to say that all four of us slept safely with our doors 
closed without any leaks in our new house!  We had never felt this happy ever before!  We can’t wait to see our 
house finished so that we can stay there for a lifetime!   We are grateful to each and everyone in England for this 
wonderful gift to us and so please convey our love, prayers, happiness and thanks to each of them.  We hope at 
least some of you will visit our house in the future!   Affly,  PONNAMMA  

Our thanks go to all the following supporters who kindly contributed to our appeal and made this dream possible for 
Ponamma and her family: 
 
Christine Allen, Mike Barr, Sadie Beesley, Lorna Boote, Peter & Sheila Brown, Juliet Chaplin, Sylvia & Ken Cook, 
Michael & Carys Cooper, Grace Ekong, Roger & Denise Goodier, Amy Gray, Murray Hedgecock,  Denise & Geoff 
Imrie, Miss E Lewis, Callie Marks, Lorna Mascal, Stuart & Pat Mattin, Neil & Chris Munro, Brian Parsons, Ann 
Richards, Ian & Rosemary Riddell, St Peters Church Bournemouth, Sheen Mount School, Peter Swann (& 
musician friends), Swanvale Developments, Ivor Thompson, Geoff & Ting Thorsby, Toni Waters,  
We also received an anonymous transfer to our bank paid in at Kingston so thanks also to this donor. 
 

DONATIONS FROM THE FAMILY & FRIENDS OF GORDON BREWIN 

  

Gordon Brewin who was interested in our work sadly & unexpectedly passed away on 5 March 2013. His family 
nominated the East Sheen Chengannur Trust for donations in place of flowers at the funeral. Gordon was born in 
India in 1947 and grew up in Mumbai (formerly Bombay) before his family returned to the UK when he was 15.  
 
Since his retirement in 2005, Gordon & his wife Janet, visited India three times. Gordon particularly loved spending 
time in South India and felt a strong connection to Kerala, (where our projects are centred) as his sister-in-law 
Prem was from the State. We’ve received an amazing total of £1000 which will be put towards a house for another 
needy family. Thank you to all the kind donors and to the family for thinking of us. 
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CHESTER MATTIN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRESS 
The Chester Mattin Scholarship 
was set up in memory of Chester 
who was the husband of the 
Trusts founder Kay Mattin. This 
scholarship has paid grants to a 
few gifted children to allow them 
to continue or receive education 
that they couldn’t otherwise hope 
for. Scholarships have been 
awarded both in India and Nigeria.  
Back in 2004 a young Nigerian girl 

called Nsidibe was one beneficiary (seen in pictures here) who we’ve been 
supporting since then..  We’ve just received the following letter from her: 
 
In the year 2003, I was in the final year of my primary school education with no hope of furthering my education beyond that 

level because my father had no means of funding my education beyond the primary school level.  To my surprise, came the 
support of your Trust in form of the Chester Mattin’s Scholarship, which saw me through the entire six years of my secondary 

school education. After I completed my secondary school education, my father was still not financially able to help me further. 

To my great amazement, once again, your kind Trust decided to provide further support which enabled me to gain admission, 

in 2010, into the College of Education, Afaha Nsit, in Akwa Ibom State of Nigeria; to study Chemistry/Integrated Science on a 

3year course. The course, on completion, will earn me the National Certificate in Education (NCE), a nationally approved 

teaching qualification in my country. When I graduate out of the college, I will be able to get a job as a Primary or Secondary 

school Science teacher, thanks to ESCT. This, surely, will help me support myself in future and extend helping hands to my 

family. In 2003, I was a girl of 12 years old with little or no hope for the future, and now I am 22 years old with a lot of hope. 

Thank you very much for your continuing wonderful support.  May God bless you and all the supporters of ESCT.  

 

When Kay Mattin went to Nigeria in the late 1990s she saw a little deaf and dumb 
boy who seemed bright and enthusiastic but without a hope of receiving an 
education. His name was Godwin but he now uses the name Godswill. He was the 
second child to be awarded our scholarship. This enabled him to attend a special 
boarding school for disabled and deaf children. Over the last 10 years he has 
flourished and grown into a confident 19 year old (seen here in the picture). 
Because of his disabilities he was always about 4 years behind. He has to learn 
through sign language and reading. Age doesn’t matter in the school it’s the 
education standard that enrolment is based on.  
 
Grace Ekong one of our supporters recently visited him and the school as we 
wished to have a first hand account of his situation so we could make a decision on 
whether we should continue to assist him. Grace had praise for the school and his 
progress. She says he’s in a class of just 14 and is well thought of and helps the 
teachers with younger children. The school and boarding fees amount to about 
£1000 a year which is more than the scholarship can finance. If anyone can help us 
with any support for the next year please let us know. We need up to £500 so please help if you can. 
 

ANOTHER SPONSORED SUCCESS 

Mrs. BARBARA PARSONS has been very kindly sponsoring REMYA since 1999 
when Remya was just 9 years of age. Remya lost her father in 1998 and the 
family (her Brother Kannan and Mother Sreekumari) had been struggling but she 
was an enthusiastic student and this encouraged Barbara to support them for the 
past 14 years.  Remya finished her schooling with high marks then did a Diploma 
Course in Electronic Engineering for 3 years again getting excellent results. She 
went on to do a Bachelor Of Technology course in Information Technology. She 
worked as a Lecturer in the Society for Education Research and Training in 
Chengannur for 10 Months. For an extra income she also gives private tuition to 
10 school children at home.   

We’re very happy to say that she must be one of our most successful and 
educated sponsored children, of course a grown up lady of 24 now.  She strongly 
believes that all her success has been possible only with the help of her beloved 
aunt Barbara who encouraged her with constant letters, gifts and funds. On May 
30

th
, 2013 she was married to Karthik, an MBA graudate in Human Resources 

who works as a school teacher in the Maldives.  Remya will join him there and hopes to be employed in a school 
too.  She made good use of her sponsorship funds to achieve so much in her life and has set an excellent example 
of what can be achieved through our sponsorship.       Esct newsletter 85 page 2 

 


